
Hampden Academy 
Hampden Academy challenges all students to achieve individual excellence. 

 
 

Course Syllabus 
  
Course Title: Concert Choir 
  
Course Number: 914 
  
Course Date: 2018-2019 
  
Course Location: Chorus Room - 152, Performing Arts Wing 
  
Instructor: Mrs. Heidi Corliss 

E-mail: hcorliss@rsu22.us 
Music Department Phone:  862-4962 (leave message) 

  
Course Description: Students study basic vocal technique using proper posture, breath support, 

tone and demonstrate the ability to sight sing simple vocal exercises. 
Literature selected each year is geared to the level of the students in the 
ensemble and represents various styles. On a graded scale of 1-6, 6 being the 
most challenging literature, this group will perform music graded 2-4. The 
focus is to introduce students to some traditional vocal works, multi-cultural 
compositions and more contemporary vocal works. Students perform at 
several concerts and music festivals throughout the year. This course 
includes required performances at several concerts and festivals throughout 
the year. 

 
 Prerequisite/Program: None 
 
Standards:  
                                 Music Literacy 

Traditional notation: Rhythms, time signatures, pitches in treble and/or bass 
clef 

Students must be able to read a piece of music and perform it 
                   Music Performance and Expression 

Students must be able to read/recreate pitch, tone, notes, rhythm, tempo 
Students must be able to demonstrate musicality (diction, articulation, 

intonation, dynamics) and posture, technique  
                   Creative Problem Solving (from Maine Guiding Principles) 

Observes and evaluates situations to define problems 
Frames questions, makes predictions and designs data/information collection 

and analysis strategies 
Identifies patterns, trends and relationships that apply to solutions 
Generates a variety of solutions, builds a case for a best response and 

critically evaluates the effectiveness of the response 
Sees opportunities, finds resources and seeks results 
Uses information and technology to solve problems 
Perseveres in challenging situations 

mailto:hcorliss@rsu22.us


                                 Aesthetics and Criticism 
Critique piece of music using established criteria and make decision about 

music’s effectiveness based on the critique 
                    Connections 

Students must be able to evaluate their ability and make short and long-term 
goals 

Students must demonstrate interpersonal skills, i.e. respect, personal 
responsibility, working as an ensemble 

Learning Outcomes 
  
Outcomes:                 Students will: 

1.      Be able to perform for an audience as part of a group using given 
performance techniques. 

2.      Be able to sing using a supported round, clear tone. 
3.      Show improvement while reading a piece of music for the first time. 
4.      Be able to hold their voice part while other parts are singing. 
5.      Be able to sing using proper intonation. 
6.      Be able to function positively in a group setting. 
7.      Be able to evaluate performance using musical language.  

  
Instructional Methods 
  
Methods: This course is a performance class. We will be using teacher instruction and 

guided group practice to improve skills toward public performance. At times, 
students will have input into music selection and will evaluate themselves 
and others in order to improve. Two small group sectionals per quarter are 
required either during their study hall or after school.  

 
Supporting Materials 
  
Music Folder: Includes several songs of varied styles, historical eras, and languages 

throughout the year. These are required to be turned in at the end of the 
school year. 

 
School Issued Uniform: In the first month of school, students will be issued a school owned uniform 

for performances. These are expected to be kept clean (vests, pants, and 
dresses must be dry cleaned) and neat at all times and will be returned at the 
end of each school year for yearly cleaning. 

 
Google Classroom Code: ie2mcfa 
  
Assessment  
 Formative assessment tools: performance and singing skills, minimal written reports, projects, self 

recordings, classwork, and demonstrations.  
 Summative assessment tools: minimal written tests, performances, sightreading 
  
Grading Policy  
Singing Skills - includes posture, open mouth, diaphragmatic breathing, tone, intonation, diction, 

expression, accurate notes and rhythms, and dynamics 
Preparedness - music, pencil, water, on time 
Required Concert Attendance, Performance Skills and Etiquette 
Sectionals 
Sightreading - expected improvement 
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